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you in the laft Paper, thatin the Af- 

fair of prefent our Misfortunes, I would 
fend the People of this Age to the French 
King for Intra@ion, and why not fend 
Englifo Men to the French to learn, as well 
as Solomon fent the Stuggard to the Ant ? 

And what muft we learn of the French 
now ? Says One that feorns to imitate bis 
Neighbours, tho’ it be to his Advantage : 
1°) tell you, Gentlemen, learn two things 
of them. 

1. When ye have loft a Bartle, as at Re- 
mellies, and find the Enemy preffing you 
hard, and Viory going over likea Revol: 
ter to your Enemies, the Field loft, and the 
Sea at their Command, the Enemy preparing 

_to invade yon, and your own Strength very 
much leffen’d, and pnable to contend. What 
did the French King do? I’lltel you what 
he did; He publifh’d a General Faft, a Day 
ef Humiliation and Deprecation, a Day to 
mortifie themfelvesy and bumbty. implore 
‘he Divine Mercy. and Affiftance ; a Day 


[; was fomething Novel, when I told 


to confefS their Sins, and turd away fom 
them 4-Ja-mode de Nineveb; if peradveae 
ture, the Lord might turn from bis fierce As- 
ger, that they perifb vot——— Well, this was 
theis Way, and what was the Con 
what init iy encouraging to do the or 
gain—Truty,I gave you an Account of that 
once already, and I am forry to it 
On that very Day, mark it, thet very 
Day, GOD fent a contrary Wind, which 
lock’d up our Fleet, and detain’d our Ar- 
my, that was then "d to infule them, 
and which they wete in no Condition te 
pofe ; and this contrary Wind continued [o 
long, fo unufuafy, fo aftonifhingly 
that for nigh four Months they were 
&uafly sa d, an el Le the eres 
niences of an Army ong on 
the clofe Ships, Naciateamee ane bette wy 
we loft our Men, our Horfes, our ’ 
fpent our Provifions, &, and were at lift 
oblig’d to lay afide the Grand Defign, ead 
fentthat Army another way; whereas, 
they were follow’d with the fame Hand thag 
r 
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firft fought againft them, they fell into the 
Enemies Power, and were almoft all of them 
cutia pieces at Almanza— It was on that 
very Day of the general Humiliation in 
France, that the Wind drove back the Meet 
into Torbay. 

And from that very Diy, 7 will not attempt 
0 fiy for what Glorious Ends, perhaps for 
their greater Fall, ic has pleas’d GOD to 
reftore the Affairs, and raife the Hopes of 
the French ina Manner next to mira,ulous, 
and co follow us with a Trainaf Dafaftes, 
which tho’ they fhould not difcourage us, 
fhould prompt us to confider, and look back 
both upon the Ways of Providence and ug- 
on our own. But 

2. To goon with the Affairs of Framee 3 
Among al} his Succcfles this Summer, and 
the reviving to his Affairs, yet it has pleas’ 
Heaven alfo to touch him with his imme- 
diate Finger in one fentible Part, Viz. by an 
unufual and furprizing Flood of mighty 
Waters, from the Overflowing of the Luir, 
and otheg Rivers by excefhive Rains, which 
hes drowned and depopulated (ome of che 
richeft, the pleafanteft, and moft Fruitful 
Part of al} his Country—-And what has the 
King of France to fav to this ? —Immedi- 
ately he appoints publick Prayers, Confef- 
fions and Humiliations over al) the Coun- 
wry, to deprecate the Wrath of Heaven, 
and feek Mercy to the Nation. Oh, go to 
the Freyzb,ye Preteftants { Go to the French! 

And sow, Gentlemen, what thal we fay 
te this Method of the Frewsb? Will ye fa- 
tisfie: your felves with faying they are Pa- 
pi@s and Idolaters, and fo ia che Language 
oF thé blind Man to the High Priefts, We 
tyam that GOD beareth not Sinners, Luke 9. 
Foba.3? Will this put off the Senge of the 
Matterfrom you, and make youealie about 
-—Co back then to the Citizens of Nineveb, 
who were as great Sinners as the Citizens of 
Paris, nay almoft as great as the Citizens 
of Londos—And yet GOD heard then— 


The Cafe is plain, and you need not ge to 


your Cafuifts to expound it——GOD may 
hear a Nation fo as to.adjourn their De- 
ftru€tion, whom he does not hear fo as to 
deliver them; He may hear a People fo as 
to deliver them from the imnediate Judg- 
ment they deprecate, whomhe may not 
hear favingly, as to Heaven aad their Souls 5 
and | need bat ferd you to your Bibles for 
Raftahces of this, which are fo many, I may 
Spare quoting them. 


As for Me, 1. make this fhort Ufe of it, 
which J draw from the Pofture of our pre- 
fent Affairs, and which I recommend to 
your ferious Thoughts, Viz. Have a Care, 
Geotlemen, fuch is the Staie of Europe at 
this Time, that if GOD fhould be pleas’d 
to deferr their Deftru@ion, I donot fee it 
poMible, be fhouid deferr ours. 

Go tothe Frencb, chen ye Proteftants ! J bat 
have Vi@ories without Thankjgiving, and 
Lofles without Humiliation; that either 
praife GOD for his Mercies, nor prayto him 
under his Judgments ; that think the French 
fhall not be heard, becaufe they are Papifts, 
and yet fay nothing to be heard your fclves, 
tho’ you fay you are Proteftants ; learn ot 
them to pray every Man to his GOD, as 
the Men of _Tarfbifh did in the Snip, when 
they wese ina Storm. 

Nor is \our Pretence of their Ide) try or 
falfe Worlhip any Onjedtion here 3 if they 
call upon a fale GOD, if youfiod Faulc 
with them for their Worfhip, do you mead 
it, and call upoa the True, either youare 
miftaken, or you will be apt enough to think 
your Prayers better than theirs, and J hope, 
they are better dire&led 5 but 1 am oot 
[peaking of the Difference, but of che thing 
ia’ general, and the Neceility on either 
Hand ; and this briags me toenquire, whe- 
ther the Exhortation aud the Occafion fuit 
orno, whether there be Ground tor the 
Argument or oo. 

Tothem that would ieffea rhe Occafion, 
I have little to fay but this; Ik not the Ship 
ina Storm, or at leaft got in among the 
Rocks ? Has aot the direé&t immediate Hand 
of Providence appear’d vifibly againft us in 
feveral Particulars, and is it not with infi- 
site Difficulties, thac a wife Government 
freets among {6 many Dangers, by fo macy 
Rocks, and with fo many Enemies? Is it 
got plain, that nothing but the Wonders ef 
Providence have kept usa-float, aod ftruck 
our Boemies with Trembhing ? And if that 
Soveraiga Condu@ feems for a Time to 
leave us, and give our Enemies new Cou- 
rage, Is mot this the Time to look up? Is 
nor this the Time to be Ninevites ? For 
Shame go learn of the French ! 

Bui Iamtold, that to proclaim Fafts, and 
general Humiliation asa publick A&,would 
be difcouraging,and look like a defpairing of 
our-Cafe; Unchriftian and indeed prophane 
is chat Suggeftion !—Wby will ye pray with- 
out Hope ? Certainiy, if Brijain was once a 
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truly humbled and reformed Nation, fhe 
would be a fighting Nation, and I doubt 
not, would be a vidtorious Nativn too ; che 
Argument is ftrong the other way, it would 
be fo tar trom a Difcouragement,that ! muft 
own to you, I fhall never expe@ to fee usa 
conquering, victorious, fuccefsfil People, til 
wearea praying, humbled, retorming Peo- 
ple; we cannot be profperous wichout it: 
And call this canting or preaching, or what 
you pleafe, there have been fuch Inftances 
of it in the Wyld, that I cannot waaot 
enough to iWuftrate it, but I'l give you 
one, that I believe, you will little expeé 
from me. 

Is the late civil Wars here, it was mani- 
feft, to avoid more particular Comparifons, 
thac the Kicg’s Army and the Parliaments 
Army difKr'd exceedingly in this; shat the 
Kings Army gavethemfelves a Loofe to all 
Manner of Prophanene(s,Vice and u govern: 
ed Debauchery, and the Pailiamenr Suldiers 
were kept fober, ftriét and reform’d: The 
King, whofe Morals were ftri€ enough and 
gave Eqcouragement enough by his Exams 

le, faw the Difference himfelf, and was fo 
enfidle of it, tho” notia his Power to reme- 
dy it, having no Power to execute an ex- 
ad Difcipline upon 2 Volunteer Army; 
that he exprefs’d him€lf with a juft Concern 
atit, after one of the Bactles he had fought? 
when preffing his Generals to a better Difci- 
pliae, he cold fome of them, he forefaw, 
that GOD did not blefs them for the in- 
to'lerable Wickednefs cf their Soldiers: I 
mention this, not only tothe Honour of the 
King’s Perfonal Sobriety, but as to the 
prefent Cafe, it is to che Purpofe; the 
Reformation in the Difcipline of the other 
Forces made them fight with more Boldnefs, 
and confequently with afurer $Succefé, and 
fo iz would in ours ; and here I muft digrefs 
a little. 

If we were to look into our Armies and 
Cam)s, but efpecial’y into onr Fleet, T muft 
@wnto you, it isa Wonder to me, Heaven 
fhould fuffer Winds to blow forthem, or 
Sbipsto fwim under them, or Shot to fly 
for thems that he is not muv’d by the hor- 
rid Oaths, Curfings, Raviogs, and Bla‘phe- 
mings on Board our Ships, to difcharge 
Nature from obeying herCourfe with rhem; 
that their Damnings and ,Madnefs do not 
ftsgnate the Sea, and raife Convulfions in 
the very Elements’; that every Breath of 
Wind is not a Fempeft, and that the Waves 
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do not fly back'ina Fright, and leave then 
fplitting on the Bottoms to hear poor 
ignorant, blinded, intolle rable Monfters ine 
fulting the Power that: made them, and 
tho’ within 6 Inches of Death every Mo- 
ment, dare GOD Almighty to damn them 
at every Word. 

They tell us therewas ONE, and fad is. 
the Story, BAT ONE Man fav’'d out of the 
Rumney Mao of War, which was lof on 
the Rocks off of Scilly. Were thae poor 
Creature but examin’d, and would he tell 
us faithfully, what Damaing, what Swear- 
ing, what Raging, Curfing, and  Exceffes 
was he Witnefs to in that Ship,< withina 
Quarter of an Hour before they knew their 
Danger 3 or fay, we mere to take the whele 
Day before—— Coulda .Man priat now a 
lively Defcription of it, according to the 
unhappy Ufage on Board the reft, for ido 
not fay, that Ship was worfe than another ; 
Could this be represented in lively Colours 
to the Imagination, andthen | entreat you, 
do but fanfie you were in View, when in 
one Moment that heflifh Crew were at one 
Stroke dafh’d into Eternity-—That Death 
gave but one Knock at the Door, and made 
all the Bars of Life fy open at once, and 
in the two Shipsatleafta choufand of thefe 
Miferables went quick down into the Pit, 
with hardly Time to caft a Thought to- 
wards him that made them, or cry tohim 
for Mercy. 

Led any Man, that knows what Sort of 
People (generally fpeaking) our Men of 
War are fil’d with, think ppon this without 
Horror ; if be can, he muft be a better 
Ctriftian ora worle rhan 13 ‘it makes a 
Man’s Soul fhrink back, and leaves WNa- 
ture ina Kind of Chr#i to think ofit. 

How to remedy this Evil, I confefs, fs 
difficult, and how to think GOD fhould 
profper ustillit be remedy’d, J know gor 
neither; Her Majefly has exprefs’d a juft 
Concern at this, and T am fatisfy’d, would 
do all thac layin her Power toremedy #— 
I’) tell you, Ge: tlemen of the Artnies apd 
Navies, two Way: to have chis remedy’d:, 
Oe is, That the Commanders,Captains,and 
Officers fhould remedy ic, and that muft be 
firft by their own Example 3 and fecondly, 
by ftri@ and exatt Difcipline 5 but princd- 
pally by Example, which would be a happy 
Beginning. ; 

If you donot think fit to do it this Way, 
the other is, what I doubt ye are rod oy 

in 
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clin’d to, Piz. Sin on, and fwear_on, and 
- fprow more wicked, if that be peffible, till 
GOD Almighty remedies it the Miorteft 

ay wpon you all, wJamode the Bifhop 
and his Clerks 

Tn this we may look for Reafons, why our 
Englifo Ifrach flies before ber Enemies 5 if 
you will take a Courfe for the Cure, look to 
the Words which GOD Himfelf (poke to 
Fofhua; he was beaten twice by the Enemy, 
and he firft like a good Man wenc to Fin- 
miliation, the very thing ] bave been talking 
of , what fays the Vorcetobim, Fofbua i: 
10. Get thee up, wherefore lieft thou thus on thy 
Face? ISRAEL HATH SINNED. Will 
you examine, why you loft the Battle at Al- 
manza, and the Ships at StiJy, there’s etf€ 
Reafon—Get ye up then, and remove thefe 
atcurs’d things, the Debaucheries and Pro- 
phanenefs,the horrid Oaths and Blafphemies, 
both of Army and Fleet: How fbould you 
look Enemies in the Face with thefe abomi- 
nable things ¢mong you ? 

Inftead of this,we are all talking of Means 
and Inftrumen:s; “if we gain, we cry up 
our Heroes 3 “if we lofe, we'curfe our Ma- 
nagement, bE no man enquires, -why all 
this Evil is come upon us— While things go 
thus, GOD may indeed give you fome Suc- 
eeffes; but if ever he brings to pafs the 

reat Work of Eftablifhing the Proteftant 
Religion in the World, and building up his 
Church by fuch a Generation as this, he will 
a&t contrary to all the Rules we have to 
pee by or the Foundation we have to 

ope for it upon, and ina different Way 
from di) his ufual Providences in the World. 
— You complain of Infruments, and the 
Managers of things, / sell you, this is enough 
to blaft the beft Managemenr, and curfe 
the Endeavours of a your Governours, 
and make the honefteft Meafures for. the 
Wartion’sGood prove imperfeé&t and abor- 
tive. ‘In vain you.g0 Church, and pray for 
the QUEEN, while your Vices reign in the 
Nation, you dethrone Her Majefty’s Au- 
thority, you fully the Glory of her Reign, 
you curfe her Bleffings, and tempt GOD 
to affi& her for your Sakes3; you endea- 
vour co your utmoft to involve her Majefty 
in your Ruin, and employ your whole Py- 
wer to bring down Judgments upon ber 
Head and your own, 
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Her Majefty, 2 Princefs of Singlenefs, of 
Soul, exact Piety, and confammate Ver- 
tue, would do al that can be defir’d to 
make you Happy, Flourifhing and Glorious, 
and GOD has eminently blefs’d her Roy- 
al Endeavourss but where is your Loylaty, 
where yourOedience to your Prince? when 
you make’ War againft Heaven, you rebell 
againft your QUEEN, you infulc her Peace, 
you fell her Glory, and betray her Hap- 
pinels. . 

I-do-aot tell you, you are capable to 
purcbafe Vi@ory by your Reformation, but 
I pretend to tell you, that you are capable of 
pulling down Vengeance by your VVicked- 
nefs; and yon cannot but allow, it is your 
Duty to remove that horrid Negative out 
of the way of your Expe@tations, and not 
put your felves in fuch a Pofture, as that 
GOD cannet fave you, without feeming 
to encourage the Blafphemers of his Name, 
to glory over hisgeneral Juftice, and think, 
he has alter’d the common Method of his 
Dealing with his Creatures. 

Reformation and genera! Deprecation in’ 
fhort.is the Subje& ; and ifany Man asks 
how this may be done, //ay; let him begin 
with himfelt, aud fhow the Example to his 
Neighbour, nor Jet him cry to his Neigh- 
bour, do you begin firft: 1 would recom 
mend to every Man to begin with himfelf, 
I defire totake the Advice firft, and then 
give it, and heartily with, every Body would — 
begin wich the fame Sincerity. 

And yet I am not fo general a Com- 
plainer, as not to own every thing, I fee, 
that 1s encouraging ; and I do therefore 
think my felf oblig’d to acknowledge, 
the Societies, for Reformation in both Parts 
of this Tf}and, have gonea great VVay in 
this VVork, tho” of late we bave feen them 
too much flack ard difcourag’d ] cannot but 
think thisa Vime for, and a particular Sum- 
mons to them, to renew their Eadeavours, 
and not to be remif in a thing, which fo 
much concernsth Glory of GOD,. and the 
Good of-the whele Nation— Nor can any 
Main, that calls himfclfa Chriftian, fatisfie 
himfelf to ae ttill, and not be afiftant 


to every ore that puts bis Han j 
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